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In olden times, people regarded the egg with awe. They were
anazed at the fact that a live chicken or bird could come out of
a seemingly lifeless object. Like the budding flowers, the egg
became a symbol of Spring.

After Christ’s resurrection, the egg acquired religious
significance. The faithful painted eggs in gay colors and had them
blessed at Easter. They were given as gifts to friends and servants.
King Edward I of England is said to have had huadreds of hard-
bolled eggs covered with gold leaf and distributed each Easter: to
thg members of his. household. Other people dyed eggs in bright
colors.

In -some countries, eggs were embellished with designs that
had special meaning. A sun represented good fortune, a rooster
meant the fulfillment of wishes, and flowers stood for love and
charity.

When Easter eggs were exchanged with friends and relatives,
the giver would say, "Christ Is Risen!"™ The receiver would
present an egg in return and answer, "He Is Risen Indeed!"

CHRIST IS RISEN! May these words bring joy to your
heart this Eastertide.
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