SERMON 8l25B5

The passage from Ephesians that we read today has been a troublesome
and often misunderstood passage and has been used by many a Christian preacher
(always a male) who has mounted his pulpit to proclaim with abnormal vigor and
vulgar solemnity that here in the word of God is that key passage which clearly
indicates that a women’s place is in the home submitted to her husband. For
does it not say, here plainly in the scripture, "Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the Lord." Clearly a mandate from God. Or is it?

Perhaps the authors of the lectionary are up to something else.

Perhaps they are hoping that by setting this passage in a non-matrimonial
service between an appropriate 0ld Testament lesson and an appropriate Gospel
lesson they might at last set this passage free...free from personal and

per jorative use by men who would twist the word of God to suit their own ends.
For you see, that is exactly what the author of Ephesians has done. He has
taken a common first century cultural assumption about the relationship of men
and women and twisted it to suit the new life of Jesus Christ. But the casual
reader and the poor exegete will, of course, miss that, as will the literalist
preacher who is content to look no further in the Bible than the line in
question for his textual evidence of God’s will.

Let us do differently. Let us follow the authors of the lectionary and
see what they have offered us for our consideration. The setting of the
passage from Joshua is a ceremony of covenant renewal between God and his
people. Having recited the acts of God that indicate his loving faithfulness
towards his people, Joshua puts the question to his people. Are you going to
serve and be faithful to God or not? He goes on to say that one cannot promise
to serve God and then not do it, for God will be really angry at a broken
promise. But the central question for the tribes on that day is, who are you
going to serve? Not a bad question for us to answer either.

In our time and culture when we place a high priority on personal
freedom and glibly fantasize that we can do what ever we want, when we want, we
tend to forget the things and people that are our true masters. We serve our
bellies, our posessions, our own sets of wants and needs. Are you free? Try
holding your breath for five minutes and see how that works. Try not eating.
Try living without learning...try living without money. The truth is that we
all serve something or someone. So the question this day is Joshua’s question,
who are we going to serve?

The lesson from the Gospel recounts for us the withdrawal of some of
the disciples from following Jesus after his teaching about the bread of life.
Access to eternal life, he proclaimed, comes only through the appropriation of
himself. Stated in the graphic terms of the gospel the nature of the intimacy
between the disciple and Jesus must occur by the consumption of the very body
and blood of Jesus, and then and only then will the disciple find eternai life.

It is Joshua’s question all over again. Choose this day whom you will
serve. Is it going to be Jesus, the Son of God, or is it going to be your own
construct of a way to God and his eternal 1ife? The terms of the covenant and
contract had been struck. This is my commandment that you love one another. 1
will be your God, you will be my people...l am the bread of life, you must eat
this bread...Reconcilliation with God begins with the crucifixion of Jesus.

And the very nature of the intimate bonding between Jesus and salvation was too
muuch for many of the disciples and they withdrew. They could not submit
themselves, if you will, to the will of God. A divorce took place.

Now then if we get off the 1ine about wives submitting themselves to
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their husbands, we find an adjacent line that suggests not only that husbands
love their wives, which in fact was an outrageous statement in fts day and
context, but further that husbands love their wives as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her. That, dear friends in Christ, was, when it
reached the streets of Ephesus for the first time, about as radical a notion as
suggesting that the United States uni laterally surrender to the Soviets. What
the author of Ephesians had done was to take an ordinary cultural assumption,
namely that the male was hierarchically superior to the female and reduce that
claim to ashes. He begins the discussion by suggesting that everyone, males
and females, be subject to one another out of reverence to Christ. That claim
for equality was shocking enough. But then to go on and suggest that the male
should sacrifice himself for the preservation of the personhood and identity of
the female, well, that was truly out of the question. Tough stuff even in this
day and age.

But now set this passage into the whole context of the letter to the
Ephesians and another often overlooked reality comes clear. The author is not
saying so much about marriage as he is saying something about the church. In
the first chapters he has set down a doctrinal claim that the church is the
sign of the Kingdom of God, created by God, established by Jesus, and empowered
by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the new creation. In the last three chapters he
gives directions to his listeners about what that new creation should look
Vike. Picking up the image of the intimate bond of the marriage contract, he
uses that as a vehicle to describe the intimate connection and relationship
between Christ and the church. Jesus is the head, the church is his body...was
another such image. Faithfullness, fidelity, mutual giving and sacrifice, all
are key elements between God and his people. What the author is saying is that
while there may in fact be a hierarchical relationship between man and women in
principle, there is in fact in the love relationship the reality that the man
loves his wife as his own body. He is saying that at root there is a covenant
and contract to marriage not dissimilar to the covenant and contract between
God and his people, but there is more to marriage than convenant and contract--
there is love. Dedicated sacrificial love. Love that is a matter of the
transformed heart, not the cbedient slave. Such is the love of Christ for the
church, Such should be the love of the church for Christ...such should be the
love of the husband for the wife and the wife for the husband and in next
week’s passage we will learn should be the love of the parent for the child and
the child for the parent and should be the love of the members of the community
for each other.

The author of Ephesians is witnessing to what the kingdom of God is
like. It is like a marriage - a covenant relationship between two parties -
like a husband and wife. We find a clue to our relationship with God by how we
live out our faith with each other. In serving one another in the name of
Christ, we are serving Christ himself. Therefore, choose this day whom you
shall serve, but for me, I will serve the Lord by loving my husband, and by
loving you. AMEN



chnsuown deidid o deg Tdaegi: JeINd i g s fs DO ow IR STV S
e LTE i Tnangdnde LOSOBTIUO e 2ew T i dofiw LEE S
otuan il Lavey Jeind ee aviw et ovo! sbrisu. b Jordd awrid-oy vid L ezt
Foncdy cesw TP AD A7 ebagivt nab JdedT L s ot o e caie wvep oo
T ion & et v Juads (9inid Foaid sy el p2arigl T
Tel T edan e B s g W i e el oo des T Bgsial et SEOT i rEue
AOUDE i TBTUI U Caaiiinne a8 e B L 0 28w Snob Lbscd cngiesmgs 1 it %
ool asneg P06 S lemed 9d Wl ague i TeI D e s i a1 Al s L e S TR
B SO0 VY Jerid pridestoaue o auresuosih gt Sivigae) o Je i g
ity el Jdeini) L) ganmeve o w0 Fue eeiors 910 o Tz Jue osd
2l 2ld Jens devprus L o o L st iud v LN RO e Sev v
oot b oo ca sdd T eIl S 107 S iDamin, 9t
Thoo o ngve ude apu i a0l ceam edd 1o oo vt e e L

_.,_
i

SRR T A WL TRRRRT

SHd 0d aisl il L dxenon g wid otoy TEEsoq et Las aoar g
S e e T 18310 29mind I B9 srandnd e ety 1o g - U T L
ta gl uns wtd Juods paiddemss Lorwe et

Stesd P Yo Bcrde Lt gy«
@l octl dedtd wiled o it 5o ol tye oo

e i S T [ SN o1 TPRVES B N T T (s
- - e VT EEOL O FEST a0l . i i w. vSi ;
AL oot paidest s w3 duad oy Loots caaegesled! L i oF enoitel v w e
s S oE et e e hacd st by adt o ) SHE g i Ced
QI Sel sy Din, coi Fouancy wdemidndg e oadi v o w B L P 1 :
Sev oLl S 2 b iy i, DeEn orld &: ugal GETRETY et iy ey Ly
e 2o cinoee bne i oo vdiishid L eee -
ot et ivee @y adtus sl Sl Qo 2ie DNE Oon e ied hoaail v L .
L e L 6 ORI Asowdsd g foenol T Foaio siwid ©o9d 5081 ad v woaag o o IR
cdoneend verd s Filesn it warlevoidelat avol ot mi doet R TS D T R A
ALY B 21 i, Tt J6 Juais prives @ oH Lviod i i B Gitw 0w
e S0 CRI00 e iosne au L T a7 el fmfecil Fou apei e b P
serawidac s s Jasnevo. eds St o v, 23 snom 2 wmyan S .
) el & 2i dertd svod eyl ieioi i s Ve shibhsn eyl 2
Ioarll i vl Javeis JRsipsis st e e LANTIOTENE oL
Ll code e Tl et oA D sl h e L0 i sl bioons Lo crlrTnl
SO onE e beuih srd s s n ordd bie sTiw wdt e ap IRV ETUTE I TRV
D Ol 0% J0s e S du s vol et s Glgoiz: s e o T STITY SN R e:
Foowmnod ol o 20 LS s 10 SwGd S e Cluods oms Jis e old O o i

s D0 0L i

i ha

Ty v NS EETRE R TR
ST O M0 s wide dedw S cnizeandie o o earlys o yorliee sl

[

mozai e i g o aw e il 1 0609 N et B - Wbl i & o i T CERT

cevant 00D il an! acsiade 0 as 90l B Bt sW e i
Gooemey Siis A adFooe e 0age
CTTETTUESTRFT TGN bl €10 8eua T =
v s cbnedeur] v priived el Lo Sooviaae M iw b cam 108 Jud L

P e,

Foallle R X

LT




;Mﬂ;’, - 3/24/55

i

acer,

WW .
}&%Wﬂ

ZWW !

i pnclecde Thre
TS 2

M
WMW

WW.’

251399 M Macer
RR# 3 Loy 2f
? ¢ / 7
256 13123 /Wm m%%mﬂw



QS PRt thasl v Kethurssce CLTes

ﬁ’?&l-%‘l(«b’/ﬂ o Waae
( uwéé Puacd %,M',

Jd,u,é

-w; Wm w%

MWM

o Y

cadeed

/WW

@;im

|
'ﬂ

cd

\f\




